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Presidents Report .  .  . 

Thanks to our volunteers who make our meeting events possi-
ble, including the vendors and all the door prize donors, and 
Audrey Barnes, Diane Esclante, Erika d'Esterre, Lorna Clouti-
er and Sharon Seki from the New Westminster Horticultural  
Society who so consistently mix fun with funds at the draw 
table. And do consider putting your hat in the ring at election 
time! 

Louis K. Peterson, President,  
PO Box 91, Lions Bay, BC V0N 2E0.  

Email: lpeterso@sfu.ca; phone 604-921-7260 

 

Dear Fellow Gardeners, 

 

As my time as your President is soon drawing to a close, per-
haps some reflective comments can be excused. In overview, 
in my (pretentious?) words, "the vision of the BC Council of 
Garden Clubs is to enhance awareness, knowledge and ap-
preciation among the people of British Columbia of the value 
of the craft, science and art of horticulture and gardening in its 
broadest sense". The facets of horticulture (includes 
'gardening') occur within the biosphere in which diverse  life 
forms is possible, providing edible (food) as well as ornamen-
tal plants. We always live in changing times  -   the Garden is 
in Transition -  an intriguing interconnected web within our 
domain of living things.  

There is a natural tendency for people with common interests 
to come together collegially, while dissimilar interests and per-
spectives lead to conflict in a "survival of the fittest" mode. 
Horticultural groups are by no means immune to conflict. It is  
said that gardening clubs are populated by the elderly, that 
other interests are striving for dominance, such that gardening 
may dwindle in an unsustainable fashion, devoid of youthful 
ideas. Is this truly the case?  What are "we" doing, as garden-
ers, to encourage "the younger element" to engage in "the 
vision to enhance awareness, knowledge and appreciation of 
gardening in its broadest sense"? One theme for the BCCGC 
over the past few years has been about "engagement" and 
"participaction" by virtue of communication in our  Bulletin and 
on our Website.  "Communication"  and Public Relations is a 
whole chapter all  unto itself. It may be timely to develop the 
"youth element", and it would be good to hear about initia-
tives, large or small, from among our ACMs, that address sus-
tainability in a positive fashion. Let's share the good ideas! 

Last but not least, you are invited register at  our Fall Meeting 
at our Lady of Sorrows Church Hall, on October 13, 2012. 
Forms will be available soon, on our website and in our Bulle-
tin.  

 

B.C. Council of  

Garden Clubs 

celebrates its  

70th  

Anniversary  

in 2013 

  

 Where: Floral Hall 
  VanDusen Botanical Garden 
   Oak & 37

th
 St., Vancouver 

  

 When: Sunday, July 15, 2012 
  Sales & Auction: 11am to 4pm 
  Show: 1pm to 4pm 
 

 What: Judged Show; 
  Trophies & Ribbons Awarded; 
  Shade Plants for Sale; 
  Vote for Peoples’ Choice Plant; 
  Useful Shade Plant Info; 
  Much, much more! 
 

Vancouver Shade Garden Society 
2012 Annual Show 

More Information: 
 Chris: 604-602-6644 or 
     sikokianumcj1@shaw.ca 
 Beth: 604-253-7036 

NO ADMISSION CHARGE !! 

Lorna Herchenson and Louis Peterson promoting our members 
clubs and answering gardening questions at the Simon Fraser 
University Plant Sale on May 16th.  

 

Bulb Storage 

Option 

 



  

Bone Meal . . .  www.smilinggardener.com 

Bone meal is a mixture of crushed and coarsely ground 
bones and was once used as animal feed and human dietary 
supplement for a calcium source.  Studies done in the 1980’s 
revealed that many bone meal preparations were contaminat-
ed with lead and other toxic metals so human consumption 
was halted. In the 1990’s bone meal was identified as a vec-
tor (agent that carries and transmits infectious pathogens) for 
mad cow disease among livestock so feeding it to animals 
has also been halted. 

 

Most bone meal is coarsely or finely crushed, some being 
steamed.  The popular use today for bone meal is as an or-
ganic fertilizer.  The N-P-K ratio is usually 4-12-0 although 
some steamed bone meals are 1-13-0.   

 

What is not commonly known is that organic fertilizers require 
microbes and bacteria in the soil to make the fertilizer bio-
available to plants.  In sterile soils, bone and other meals can 
remain in the soil and not become available to the plants. 

 

In an article on bone meal from Phil Nauta of the Smiling Gar-
dener, he  says ‘Since the mid-1980s and especially the late-
90s, there has been concern as to whether using bone meal 
for plants might be harmful, as inhaling bone meal dust can 
cause a form of Mad Cow Disease in humans. 

 

In the SOUL Organic Land Care Standard, it says using bone 
meal is “Permitted only if guaranteed free of specific risk ma-
terials (e.g. prions associated with Mad Cow Disease). Use is 
strongly discouraged due to the potential spread of prion dis-
eases.” 

Many certification bodies in Europe and Canada have prohib-
ited its use due to the risk of BSE contamination. Organic 
bone meal is often exempt, but almost impossible to find (for 
example, there is none in Canada that I know of).  It’s fairly 
difficult to guarantee the bone is free of prions, since the 
nerves run through the bones, so most of us organic garden-
ers just don’t use it.’ 
 

The writer adds ‘My goal is not to scare you away from using 
it, but just to let you know about the risks’.  He then quotes 
three alternatives to using bone meal, Mycorrhizal fungi, sea 
minerals and liquid kelp.   
  
His recipe is: 

 Water - 4 liters 
 Sea Minerals - 30 ml 
 Liquid Kelp - 30 ml 
 Endo/Ectomycorrhizal Fungi - 5 ml per plant/15 ml per 

tree.   
 If you are interested in reading more about these and some 
other wonderful articles on organic gardening, please check 
out the www.smilinggardener.com website. 

New Web Master .  .  . 

Our new Web Master is Leonard Dragonmir.  If you have 
any changes to your club information on the Council 
website, email: leonard@scentedleaf.com 

http://www.smilinggardener.com
http://www.smilinggardener.com
http://www.smilinggardener.com


        International Plant Booster 
      21500 Campbell Ave.,                                      Maple Ridge  BC  V2X 3V5 

      Tel. 604.463.7610                                    E-mail:  info@plantbooster.net 

THE NEWS/home&gardening 

 

One great invention. 

M I have had a demonstration model 
set-up at work in a very hot ex-
posed site, and in three weeks, 
that basket has been perfectly 
watered with not a drop of mois-
ture on the ground below.  When 
I went to meet Al at Harold’s 
Maple Ridge home, I was able to 
see baskets and planters (the 
valve can also be used for plant-
ers) that had been on the system 
all summer and they were in pris-
tine form. 

  This system operates with very 
little pressure, so it can even 
work on well water or with solar-
powered pumps (Harold had one 

Al Muxlow and Harold Elzinger have developed a nifty new product to ensure 
hanging baskets and planter boxes are watered automatically, and perfectly, called 
the Basket Booster Self-Watering System. 

any of us have a love-hate 
relationship with our hang-
ing baskets. 

  On the one hand we 
adore the cascade of 
portable colour that we 
hang off our porches, 
decks or fences, and yet 
that colour comes at a 
price of constant water-
ing.  Forget to dispense 
the H20 just one day and 
that cascade of colour 
becomes a crispy brown 
eyesore. 

  Enter inventor Al Muxlow and 
business partner/salesman extraor-
dinaire Harold Elzinger, both of 
whom are bringing the Basket 
Booster Self-Watering System to 
anxious hanging basket owners 
everywhere.     

 What is the Basket Booster Self-
Watering System you ask?  Simply 
put, it is an automatic watering 
valve fed by 1/8” poly tubing fitted 
to a reducer cap that can be thread-
ed onto any standard hose fitting.  
The basket hangs on the watering 
valve that regulates flow depend-
ing on weight - a dry or light bas-
ket will receive more water, while 
a heavy basket might receive none. 

set up) for cottage applications. 

  Urban homeowners can simply 
attach the reducer cap to a two-
way valve and using the sup-
plied T-connections, can have 
up to 50 baskets or planters 
operating on a single line.  You 
don’t even need to blow it out 
or bring it in for the winter, as 
the system is freeze-proof. 

  To find out where the Basket 
Booster Self-Watering System 
will be available, contact Har-
old at northco@telus.net. 

 

www.plantbooster.net 
Sold on-line as well as at 

participating Buckerfields stores. 

  There is no gimmick here, you 
don’t need batteries, a filter, a 
pressure regulator or a wad of 
cash.  This is simply a low-tech 
watering system that won’t cost 
you a fortune or take hours to 
assemble. 



 

Black Knot .  .  .  

Black Knot, caused by the fungus Apiosporina morbosa, is a 
very common disease of plants in the genus Prunus. Plants 
that are susceptible to this fungus include almonds, apricots, 
cherries and plums.  
 

Initially, a small, olive-green gall or swelling will develop at a 
succulent growing point or fruit spur (as a result of spores 
landing and infection taking place).  The fungus continues to 
grow in these tissues throughout the second growing season, 
increasing the length and diameter of the knots. By fall of the 
second year after infection, the knots are coal-black and 
woody. Mature galls will produce and release a vast amount 
of spores during the bloom period, resulting in a rapid in-
crease in infections. The fungus continues to grow internally 
and externally, with the branch eventually becoming girdled 
and dying. 

Infection can occur on both 
healthy and mechanically in-
jured woody tissue of the cur-
rent season's growth. The in-
fecting spores arise from the 
black knots and are spread by 
wind and rain. Mature spores 
are usually present from the 
last week of March or early 
April through the first week of 
June. Fruiting bodies of the 
fungus are formed on the outside of the knots during fall and 
winter. The fungus overwinters in infected branches and 

knots. The disease cycle normally takes two years to com-
plete.  
 

CONTROL: 

 Removal of sources of inoculum (prevents population 

build up). 

 Prune out all knot-bearing branches during late fall, winter 

or very early spring when plants are dormant and knots are 
easy to see. 

 Remove infected branches to at least 15-20 cm (6-8 inch-

es) below knot. NOTE: It is preferable to prune an infected 
branch further back to an appropriate location, such as a 
healthy collar, rather than leave a stub 

 As a precaution, cutting blades should be cleaned and 

disinfected after pruning, if possible, especially if cuts have 
been made through obviously infected material 

 For knots on scaffold branches or trunks that can’t be re-

moved, cut away diseased tissue down to good wood and at 
least 1 cm (1/2 inch) beyond the edge of the knot 

 Failure to remove branches beyond the internal growth 

will result in re-growth of the fungus 

DISEASED WOOD MUST BE DESTROYED IMMEDIATELY 
(burned, buried or removed from site). Diseased knots can 
produce and release spores for up to 4 months after removal.  



Rove Beetles … University of Nebraska 

March A.G.M. Draw Donors & Items … Missed from Last Issue 

BRAGS Gardenwise Magazine & $10 Gardenworks G.C. 

Burquitlam Community Organic Garden Not known 

Canadian Geranium & Pelargonium Soc. Clock & Gloves 

Capilano Flowers Arranging Society 4 Floral Art Books 

Chilliwack Floral Art Club Hellebore 'Pink Frost' 

Chilliwack Garden Club Minter Gardens Calender, brunch & 2 day passes 

Delta Diggers Garden Club Book: A Garden for All Seasons 

Fraser Pacific Rose Society The Ultimate Rose Book 

Fraser Valley Dahlia Society $25 tuber Gift Certificate 

Langley Garden Club Orchid Plant 

Riverview Horticultural Center Society Tales of The Trees 

Common Name: Staphylinid 
Scientific name: Aleochara bilineata 
Coleoptera: Staphylinidae 

Rove beetle larvae are maggots and pupae parasites when 
they are about to pupate, but both adult and larva are gen-
eralist predators 

Both adults and larvae are predators of root maggots' eggs 
and larvae, mites, worms, nematodes, and other small in-
sects. Adults tend to be cannibalistic, eating their own eggs 
and attacking other adults when food supply is low. 

Description 
Eggs are tiny, about 0.5 mm long and 0.4 mm wide, pear-
shaped, pale green in color, and are covered with a gelatin-
like material. These are laid by female adults in the soil 
among the roots of the root-maggot infested plants. The 
eggs hatch 5-10 days later. 

The first instar larvae are pale brown, about 1.5 mm long, 
slender, segmented, and tapered toward the anterior. They 
have large heads. The parasitic second and third instar lar-
vae are white, have rudimentary legs, and are found within 
the host puparium. 

Before pupating, a larva will actively search for a host (pupa 
of maggot) in the surrounding soil. It will pupate in the pupa 
of the maggot by entering into its cocoon and feeding its 
contents, and then pupate itself inside for about 3-4 weeks 
before emerging as an adult. It is possible that two or more 
larvae enter into one maggot pupa but only one will survive 
and mature. 

Adult rove beetles are brown, reddish-brown, or black or have 
gray markings on the wings and abdomen, with slender elon-
gate bodies. Their wing covers are shorter than the abdomen 
where most part of the abdomen is exposed. Both adults and 
larvae have well-developed 'jaws' cross in front of the head. 
They live mostly in decaying organic matter but are also 
found in moist agricultural soils or in habitats where large 
numbers of fly larvae live. When disturbed, they run very fast, 
with their abdomen lifted upward, like that of scorpions. 
Adults are good fliers as well. 

Conservation 
Provide ground covers or mulches within and around fields 
for rove beetles love to stay in moist decaying organic matter; 
provide hiding sites and alternative habitats and plant flower-
ing borders, hedges, and other perennial habitats as a source 
of food and shelter; and provide protection by not spraying 
broad spectrum pesticides. 

Editor’s Note: 
 
Rove Beetles are 
sometimes  
mistaken for small 
earwigs. 
 
They are one of the 
best natural  
predators for your 
garden. 



Club Profile . . . White Rock & District Garden Club … by Donna Lawson 

Club was formed in 1947 with the name White Rock and Dis-
trict Horticultural Society, and known simply as the Horticul-
ture Club for many years. The club has had several meeting 
places over the years, now at Cranley Place on Cranley Drive 
in South Surrey. The aims of the club were then, as now "The 
advancement of horticulture in all its branches, and particular-
ly the beautifying of our homes and surroundings". This was 
taken very seriously by the members, who made many contri-
butions to the City. 

For example, a rosebed was planted at City Hall, flowering 
crabapple trees planted at the cenotaph and commemorative 
trees at many locations. A beautiful tropical plant display was 
installed at the old hospital, which was cared for by club mem-
bers.   Window boxes were planted and maintained at the old 
station house, now the museum, which were later taken over 
by the City. 

In 1988 forty hanging baskets were planted and hung on 
Johnston Road, with the assistance of the Kiwanis club, also 
later taken over by the City. School gardens were a focus 
when flower gardens were started at Hall's Prairie School and 
Elgin Elementary School. At City Hall, where the Health Unit 
now stands, a memorial garden was established to honor 
members who had passed on. A memorial plaque has been 
placed there. 

In the past, members supplied corsages, boutonnieres and 
arrangements for various organizations for special occasions. 
Classes in flower arranging and corsage making were made 
available to those interested. A floral float was entered in the 

festival 
parade, 
and lat-
er, a 
flower 
filled 
decorat-
ed car 
in an-
other parade. Exhibitions of flowers and plants were contribut-
ed to U.B.C. and the P.N.E. in conjunction with the BC Coun-
cil of Garden Clubs, of which the club is a member. 

The Club was, and still is, a non-profit organization. Its main 
source of income has always been the Plant Sale. Spring and 
Summer Shows were huge affairs in earlier years, with as 
many as 27 show tables, with many members entering over 
40 exhibits each. 

The Club's motto ‘SHOW WHAT YOU GROW, SHARE WHAT 
YOU KNOW’ is still very evident at meetings which feature a 
parlour show which is judged. The Club has a number of tro-
phies which are much sought after. Some were donated by 
community clubs such as Rotary, Board of Trade, Kiwanis and 
Peace Arch District Hospital. Many were donated by family 
members in memory of those members who have passed on. 
The trophies are still rotated on a yearly basis. 

The Club membership varies from 50 - 70 people, and several 
life members. We continue to meet the second Tuesday of 
every month from 2 - 4 pm except in July and August, when 
special events take place. The regular monthly meetings con-
sist of a speaker, a judged parlour show, a business portion, 
and concludes with a social tea.  

In addition to regular meetings, the 
club continues to host a Spring and 
Fall Show and Competition, and a 
Rose and Bloom Show in June. Our 
yearly fundraiser consists of a Plant 
and Bake Sale, also featuring Books, 
Vintage items, a flower market, and a 
large silent auction. From these profits 
we enjoy a yearly bus trip and several 
outings to nurseries and garden 
shows, and educational speakers at 
our meeting. The Club also has a 
members’ garden tour each summer. 
We also contribute money to charities 
in our area for their garden projects and each year supply 75 
silk flower arrangements to care homes at Christmastime. 

In 2004, a Floral Art group was formed for beginners, with ap-
proximately 20 members. This has proved very successful, 
and results in 30 - 40 floral arrangements entered in our 
monthly parlour shows. This group also presents a themed 
floral display each year at the Semiahmoo Shopping Centre, 
which the public thoroughly enjoys. 



 
34633 Vye Road 

Abbotsford  BC   
604 556-7477 100%  BC Owned and Operated 

 www.buckerfields.org  Email: marilyn.holt@buckerfields.org 

 

July 22, 11:00 am 
Free Seminar on HERBS 

Culinary -  Medicinal - Cosmetic 
 

Power Point Presentation 
Plus sample foods & beverages made with herbs. 

 
 Learn about herbs, how to preserve them, how to make herb vinegars, etc. 
 Learn which herbs to use for beef, pork, poultry and seafood. 
 Recipes for ‘easy to make’ cosmetics. 

 

MUST pre-register.       20 participants only. 

ABBOTSFORD SPECIALS 

JULY AUGUST 

30% off - METAL 
  - English Trellis 
  - Tubular Arch Trellis 
 

30% off 
Wood Trellis 

 

30% off 
LANDSCAPE FABRIC 

 

30% off 
SPLIT BAMBOO 

SCREEN 2m x 5m 

40% off 
NURSERY STOCK 

 

40% off 
SEEDS 

 

30% off 
POTS & PLANTERS 

 

$13.99 
OVAL WOOD TUBS 

Tongue & Groove Joints 
Metal Band with Handles 

19.5” L x 11.8” W x 8.25” H 
Natural Finish 



On behalf of the B.C. Council of Garden Clubs, I would like to 
thank all those clubs that contributed to the Scholarship Trust 
Fund over the past year.  With governments at all levels look-
ing to restrain spending and an economy that is producing 
fewer jobs for students, the financial assistance provided by 
the Scholarship Trust Fund and other private donors will play 
an increasingly important role for post-secondary students.   

Brianne Holden, who received a BCCGC bursary this year at 
Kwantlen College, noted to me that ‘supporters such as your-
selves keep the horticulture industry filled with knowledgeable 
individuals who are passionate about their fields’ and I would 
suggest that the benefits of the Fund go well beyond the horti-
culture field.  The future prosperity of our society in an in-
creasingly competitive world will require coming generations 
of Canadians to be both highly trained and well-educated.   

The Scholarship Trust Fund will soon be celebrating 25 years 
of offering scholarships and bursaries to students of horticul-
ture in British Columbia, an accomplishment that reflects the 
generosity of our member clubs as well as adding to the list of 
benefits provided by the gardening community to our society.  

The following institutions received funding from the BCCGC 
Scholarship Trust Fund this year: 

Simon Fraser (Mildred Wells Scholarship) 
U.B.C. (including the Rose Bancroft Scholarship) 

Camosun College 
University of Northern B.C. 

Kwantlen College Foundation 
University of the Fraser Valley 

Thompson River University Foundation 
Vancouver Island University 

Horticultural Centre of the Pacific 

Judging School  .  .  Margaret Nakahara          B.C. Council Scholarship Trust Fund … Radina 

If you wish to receive an email copy of “The Bulletin” send 
your name & address, plus a cheque for $5 (for 1 yr.)  

or $10 (for 2 yrs.) made Payable to  
B.C. Council of Garden Clubs  

Mail To:  
E. BUDINSKI,  28878 MACLURE ROAD,  

ABBOTSFORD BC   V4X 1K3  

Would like an Email Copy of The Bulletin sent to you directly? 

Congratulations to the New Floral Art judges for the BC Coun-
cil of Garden Clubs. 

 

These ladies have completed all requirements of the 2011 - 
2013  Judging School.  Please add the following to your judg-
es list: 

FA Janice Jenkins 
9820 - 216 Street 
Langley, BC 
V1M 3J2 
604 888 0358 

FA Cynthia Luckman 
24220 103A Avenue 
Maple Ridge, BC 
V2W 0E4 
604 477 2875 

FA Maggie Cajar 
46152 Gore Avenue 
Chilliwack, BC 
V2P 1Z7 
604 701 6978 

 

Margaret Nakahara 
Judging School Instructor 

B.C.Council of Garden Clubs 



Carrot Rust Fly . . . By Marilyn Holt 

Growing carrots seems to be quite a challenge when battling 
the weather which compromises germination or when trying to 
keep your carrots tunnel free from Carrot Rust Fly larvae.  
Understanding the life cycle of the carrot rust fly will help you 
keep your crop of carrots bug free. 

 

Insecticides are not an option be-
cause the adult carrot rust fly does 
not live in the area where the carrots 
are grown, they fly in to lay their 
eggs when they smell the chloro-
genic acid that carrots emit. The 
adults are attracted to the smell and 

fly upwind towards the smell. Isolation of crops from previous 
years’ sites can significantly reduce carrot fly risk, especially 
when the new crop can be placed downwind of the previous 
crop.   
 

When the adults arrive, they lay their eggs at the base of the 
growing carrot, then fly off.  The eggs hatch six to ten days 
later and the larvae moves down further into the soil and 
begin feeding on the carrot.  They tunnel into the carrot mak-
ing the carrot look so horrible you won’t want to waste your 
time harvesting them.  When the larvae pupates into the adult 
it comes to the surface then flies away but no far.  The adults 
ares weak flier so usually only travel about 1,000 yards maxi-
mum. 
 

It seems the most effective way to grow carrots is to plant it in 
an area you haven’t used for carrots in a few years.  After 

planting, cover the seedlings with row covers to stop the adult 
fly from gaining access and laying their eggs. 

 

If you choose not to go this route 
and decide on using insecticides, 
you will have to continually spray 
the carrots with a pyrethroid or 

organophosphate to control adult populations thereby keeping 
the number of eggs to a minimum.  You will continually have 
to side dress the carrot crop with insecticide to stop future 
generations damaging the carrots. 

 

Recap: 

 Adults emerge from overwintering puparia in March, and 
are seen in large numbers until  the following November.  

 Eggs are laid from March to November and take 7-14 
days to hatch.  

 Larval development is 4-6 weeks, and the pupal stage 
lasts 2-4 weeks.  

 One generation may take 7-12 weeks to complete, which 
allows up to four generations a year in our part of Canada.  

 Peak flights of carrot rust fly adults have been recorded in 
mid April, late June , mid August, and mid October.  

 The highest concentrations of adults usually occur from 
the second week in August to the first week in September. 

 The insect normally overwinters either as larvae in roots 
or as pupae in the soil. 

 

So, if you want to grow bug free carrots, invest in row covers.  

 

Canadian mail-order nursery  

specializing in cycads,  

the rarest plants on Earth 

www.jurassicplantsnursery.com 

JURASSIC  PLANTS  JURASSIC  PLANTS  

http://www.jurassicplantsnursery.com




Jatropha  - new fuel source?  .  .  .  Various websites 

 

Cuba Garden Cultural Tour  
March 4-18, 2013 

Contact: Tom Robertson 
tom@cuba1tours.com 
www.cuba1tours.com 

Discover organic gardening  
methods. 
 
A tentative tour is planned  
for December 1-15, 2012 

   Visit:  
   - botanical gardens 
   - an orchid garden 
   - mountainous regions 

Learn  about the rich     
culture and history and 
have time to  relax  at 
several beach resorts. 

 

Last tour was full,  
so book early if interested. 

Jatropha is a genus of approximately 175 succulent plants, 
shrubs and trees from the family Euphorbiaceae. The name 
is derived from the Greek words iatros, meaning "physician," 
and trophe, meaning "nutrition," hence the common name 
‘physic nut’. Mature plants produce separate male and fe-
male flowers. As with many members of the family Euphorbi-
aceae, Jatropha contains compounds that are toxic.  

In 2007 Goldman Sachs cited Jatropha 
curcas as one of the best candidates for 
future biodiesel production. It is resistant 
to drought and pests, and produces 
seeds containing 27-40% oil, averaging 
34.4%. The remaining press cake of 
jatropha seeds, after oil extraction, could 
also be considered for energy produc-
tion.   

 

Currently the oil from Jatropha curcas 
seeds is used for making biodiesel fuel 
in Philippines and in Brazil, where it 
grows naturally and in plantations in the 
southeast, north, and northeast of Bra-
zil. Likewise, jatropha oil is being pro-
moted as an easily grown biofuel crop in 

hundreds of projects throughout India and other developing 
countries. 

 

On April 1, 2011 Interjet completed the first Mexican aviation 

biofuels test flight on an Airbus A320. The fuel was a 70:30 
conventional jet fuel/biojet blend produced from jatropha oil 
provided by three Mexican producers. 

 

On October 28, 2011 Air China completed the first successful 
demonstration flight by a Chinese airline that used jatropha-
based biofuel. The mixture was a 50:50 mix of conventional 
jet fuel blended with jatropha oil. 
 

Igbinosa and colleagues (2009) demonstrated potential 
broad spectrum antimicrobial activity of J. curcas.  
 

The stems of Jatropha cuneata are used for basket-making 
by the Seri people in Sonora, Mexico. The stems are roasted, 
split and soaked through an elaborate process.  

 

Spicy jatropha integerrima is cultivated as 
an ornamental in 
the tropics for its 
continuously 
blooming crimson 
flowers. 
 

Jatropha podagrica, also known as 
‘Buddha Belly Plant’ was used to 
tan leather and produce a red dye in 
Mexico and the southwestern Unit-
ed States. It is also used as a house 
plant. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Succulent_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrub
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euphorbiaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monoecious
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euphorbiaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euphorbiaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldman_Sachs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jatropha_curcas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jatropha_curcas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiesel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drought
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pest_(organism)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jatropha_oil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jatropha_curcas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiesel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jatropha_oil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interjet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airbus_A320
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seri_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonora
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimson
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Fall Fair  
Saturday - September 8th         1PM – 5PM 
Sunday   - September 9th       11AM – 4PM 

                                       At Bonsor Community Centre    

                                   6550 Bonsor Ave. Burnaby (2nd floor) 
                                                                             Free Admission 

.50 per entry 

Entries from the public are welcome 

Many Children’s Entries. 

Baking   Fruits      Containers & Crafts       
Vegetables   Flower arranging         Plants & Flowers 
Canning   Photography   Bake Sale  
Children’s entries   Wine & Beer 

Register entries before7 pm on September 5th 

 

Refreshnents 

Available Dan at 604-526-4647 

 

www.southburnabygardenclub.org 



Coming Events .  .  .                    Deadline  for next issue August 15 

  July 6, 1.15 pm, Nanoose Garden Club Mtg. at Nanoose 
Library Centre, Northwest Bay Road, Nanoose Bay. Dirk 
Becker on Grow Food and Change your Life: Guests wel-
come. Info. Pam McCready (250) 468-9184 pammccrea-
dy@shaw.ca  

July 7, 10:30am-3:30pm The Kelowna Garden Club, 15
th 

Annual Juried Flower Show at the Guisachan Heritage Gar-
den, 1060 Cameron Avenue, Kelowna. Plus Art and Craft 
Show, Flower Arranging Demos, Orchid Society, Floral Art 
Display, Master Gardeners, A Walk and Talk in the Heritage 
Garden with Don Burnett at 1:30 pm. No admission charge, 
no fee to entrants. Entries accepted between 7:45-9:00 am. 
info Judy 250 861-5010 or  www.kelownagardenclub.ca 

July 15 & 16, 10am-4pm Aldergrove Daylily Society will 
participate in the annual Erikson’s Daylily Gardens Open 
House. Gardens will be in full bloom and club members will 
be on hand to answer questions. Exhibitors, light harp music, 
etc. Info Pam at 604-856-5758. 

July 18, 7:30 pm. Eaglecrest Garden Club Mtg. Speaker 
Laurene Ebbett on ‘Gorgeous Summer Bouquets.  Location 
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre.  Info: Nicola 752-5315. 

July 25, 7:30 pm South Surrey Garden Club Annual Flow-
er & Garden Show at 7:30 PM at St. Mark's Anglican 
Church, 12953 - 20 Ave., Surrey.   Info. Cindy 604-585-6786 
e-mail ctataryn@telus.net 

July 28 10am-5pm, July 29th 10am - 4pm B.C. Fuchsia 
and Begonia Society, Annual Show and Competition. 
VanDusen Botanical Garden Floral Hall. Admission $2. Info: 
Fran 604-592-3262 or Lorna 604-929-5382. 

July 29, 8am Burns Bog, Jog For The Bog followed by a 
pancake breakfast and awards. International Bog Day festivi-
ties start immediately after the end of the Run. Info: 
www.jogforthebog.org 

Aug. 12, 11am-3pm, Port Royal Community Garden Soci-
ety, Art in Bloom & English Tea Party.  Location Port Royal 
Community Garden, across from 83 Star Cresc., in the 
Queensborough area of New Westminster. 

Aug. 25, 10am-3pm, Valley Fuchsia & Geranium Club, 
Show, Competition and Bake Sale.  Location—St.Andrew’s 
Church Hall, 20955 Old Yale Rd., Langley.  Info Fran 604-951
-3262 

Aug. 25 1-5pm, Aug. 16 noon-3:30pm, Vancouver Dahlia 
Society, Annual Dahlia Show.  Location—Floral Hall at 
VanDusen Botanical Gardens, 37th & Oak Sts., Vancouver. 

Sept. 8  1pm-5pm & Sept. 9 11am-4pm, South Burnaby 
Garden Club Fall Fair at Bonsor Community Centre, 6550 
Bonsor Ave., Burnaby (2nd flr.). Free admission. 

Sept. 15, 11am-3pm UBC Friends of the Garden, Treas-
ured Bulb Sale. Beginners as well as collectors will find quite 
a few gems. This is a costume event.  More info: 604-822-
4529 or  www.botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/treasuredbulbsale. 

Sept. 29 & 30, 10am-4pm, Milner Gardens & Woodland, 
Fall Plant Sale at 2179 West Island Hwy., Qualicum Beach. 
Great discounts on heritage trees, shrubs andperennials 
propagated on site; master gardeners; tea, soup and scones 
in tearoom. Proceeds support the garden. Info: 250-752-6153 
or www.milnergardens.org 

3 Organic Gardening Tips .  .  .  Phil Nauta  

If you wish to receive a black and white printed copy of “The 
Bulletin” in the mail, send your name & address, plus a 

cheque for $10 (for 1 yr.) or $20 (for 2 yrs.) made Payable to  
B.C. Council of Garden Clubs  

Mail To:  
E. BUDINSKI,  28878 MACLURE ROAD,  

ABBOTSFORD BC   V4X 1K3  

Hermary of Gaia College wrote a nice little booklet called Soil 
Testing For Organic Gardeners. In it, she shows why most 
soil testing is not vital for the average gardener, and she 
gives 3 organic gardening tips to remember instead. She calls 
them the 3 M's. 

 

I still recommend soil testing for people who want to grow a 
lot of healthy food, and for professionals, but for most people 
these tips are a good place to start, and even us pros have to 
remember them, too. 

 

1. Mulch. Mulch protects the soil, controls weeds, retains 
moisture, and most important, the best mulch types supply 
nutrients. The best mulch is leaves. 

 

This is how nature fertilizes. Not with bark (which has very 
little nutrition and often contains toxins) and not with stones 
(which stop the whole organic matter recycling process alto-
gether). Wood chips aren't ideal either, since they can cause 
some problems in the soil. Straw provides some benefits, but 
leaves are the ultimate. 

 

2. Microbes. You'd think a list of organic gardening tips would 
include organic fertilizers, but while nutrients are important for 
the health of the soil and plants, the thing we're often lacking 
more than nutrients is a healthy soil food web, especially 
beneficial microbes. 

 

The best way to bring microbes into the garden is through 
well-made, aerobic compost. It has the added benefit of sup-
plying nutrients and organic matter. When we run out of good 
compost, we can use compost tea, effective microorganisms, 

and a plethora of new microbial products to help us inexpen-
sively inoculate our garden, including the leaves of our 
plants. 

 

3. Moisture. This should probably be number one. Water is 
vital to all living things, and if you aren't supplying it properly, 
your plants will be very sad. 

 

Not enough water is certainly a problem, but so is setting the 
irrigation system to come on every day for 10 minutes - that 
just keeps the soil surface moist, encouraging the roots to 
stay up there instead of traveling deep into the soil. We want 
them to go deep because they will have access to more wa-
ter, more nutrition and more stability. 

 

So these are 3 of the most important organic gardening tips 
to remember. Are you doing all of these things? Is there one 
you need to focus on more this year? 

Would  like  a Black & White  Copy of  
‘The Bulletin‘ sent to you ? 

mailto:pammccready@shaw.ca
mailto:ctataryn@telus.net
http://www.smilinggardener.com/organic-gardening-tips/mulch-types-how-to-choose-the-best-mulch
http://www.smilinggardener.com/soil-food-web/
http://www.smilinggardener.com/water-management/

