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PHOTOS: Cover photo was submitted by Kimberley Fairs of the Vancouver Ikebana Association (VIA), Sangetsu arrangement by Jack Duncan. 
Photo of the Draw table on page 4 was taken by Denise Grebla. Photo for the article on the RhodoFest on page 8, was taken by Keith Harris. 
Photos for the article on Mason Bees, on page 9: bee photo from BC gov’t. website, www.agf.gov.bc.ca/apiculture/factsheets/506_osmia.htm 
and bee nest photos by Beth MacLaren.  Photo on page 15, taken at Cottonwood Community garden by Beth MacLaren.

President’s Message 
firsT off THe BaT — THanK You, BeTH!!!!  You may have noticed some differences in this issue of The Bulletin. 
Marilyn Holt, who is our Bulletin Editor, was in a serious car accident in March and has been in hospital for several weeks 
and is currently in rehab. It will be some time before she is completely healed. The Bulletin has been delayed while we 
were looking for someone to step in. Fortunately Beth MacLaren volunteered and has been working hard on creating 
this issue. Unfortunately we have not been able to access Marilyn’s computer files because of her accident so Beth has 
had to start from scratch. Hopefully Marilyn will be back on the job soon, but in the meantime the Bulletin is in capable 
hands and we can’t thank Beth enough for her willingness to help us!

I  have the privilege of being the newly elected 
President of the BC Council of Garden Clubs. I have 

been involved with the Council for a number of years 
(approximately 15 years) in a number of different roles 
both official and unofficial.

My first exposure to the Council was when Jean 
Hausermann persuaded me to join her in manning the 
Draw Table many years ago (about 1993). There I made 
the acquaintance of Mildred Wells which led to my next 
involvement with BC Council when she later asked me 
to put the Directory into an electronic format. Next 
came the position of Newsletter Editor for several years 
followed by Scholarship Trust Fund Trustee, webmaster 
and now President. 

There have been many challenges over the years. The 
gardening world is changing whether we like it or not. 
The introduction of the internet and social networking 
are just a small portion of the challenges. The recent 
popularity of community gardens is another. More 
people are living in condos and apartments have 
increased the number of small space gardens in the city, 
and reduced the number of traditional sized gardens. 

However, the love of gardening has not changed. 
Members of garden clubs are still passionate about 
their gardens whether they be large or small. We still 
love to meet other gardeners and share our triumphs 
and failures. Happily we share our information, tips 
and garden wisdom. We are unabashedly envious of a 
thumb that is greener than ours. 

Garden clubs still play a vital role in promoting 
gardening, horticulture, and green spaces. The BC 
Council of Garden Clubs was formed to promote the 
horticulture interests by promoting and supporting 
garden clubs. There are a number of benefits to being 
a member of the Council.

The goal of the Executive Board is to strengthen the 
efforts of the Council and we will be looking into ways 
to do this. To achieve this, we need the input of our 
members. What can the Council do to assist the garden 
clubs?  Please feel free to email me with any suggestions 
and input. (President@bcgardenclubs.com).

We are hoping to see more involvement by the ACMs and 
their members in the Council in particular those clubs 
outside the Lower Mainland, and the Executive Board is 
looking for ways of keeping the ACMs more informed 
about what we are doing on behalf of the Council.

We will be providing details as they become available. 
We plan to make better use of our website in keeping 
the ACMs informed, and of giving ACMs a better way 
to contact the members of the Board. We have initiated 
email addresses for each of the board positions so that 
you do not need to try to find the name of the person 
you need to contact, instead you will be able to email 
that position and be assured that it will reach the correct 
person. For instance, if you wish to contact me, you can 
email me at President@bcgardenclubs.com. The same 
is true of the Secretary (secretary@bcgardenclubs.com), 
Treasurer, and the rest. Information for the Bulletin can be 
sent to newsletter@bcgardenclubs.com. See the Contact 
List on page 16 for the complete list.

Barbara Puchala 
President@bcgardenclubs.com
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AGM Minutes
The Annual General Meeting of the B.C. Council of Garden Clubs took place on Saturday, March 23, 2013 
at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church, 555 Slocan Street, Vancouver, B.C. at 9:30am. 

Louis Peterson, President, welcomed everyone. He 
welcomed the Clubs from out of town: Gibsons, Squamish, 
Powell River and Hope. He spoke of Marilyn Holt being 
in a car accident and we all gave her our best wishes to 
be conveyed by Emily Budinski. Marilyn’s accident has 
resulted in a delay of the March/April Bulletin. He also 
mentioned Margaret Nakahara was somewhere in Florida 
recovering from her recent illness

Chris Jennings asked permission to record the proceedings 
of the meeting and was welcomed to do so. 

Louis announced that he has done his time as President. 
He thanked all the Executive Committee for all their work 
on behalf of the Council, the New Westminster Horticultural 
Society for handling the draw and all the ACM’s for 
participating today and for donating prizes for the Draw. 
He thanked all the vendors for attending today.

The Agenda was asked to be approved. Barbara Puchala 
moved to remove the Motion to waive the Bylaw, Article 9 
(2)  from the agenda quoting Robert’s Rules. Chris Jennings 
seconded. A discussion took place. Lorna Herchenson 
announced that 172 clubs are members and 43 clubs were 
in attendance therefore the meeting was quorate. A vote 
was taken to approve the agenda as amended. Carried. 

The programs for the morning were Tanis Gieselman from 
the Biodiversity Research Centre at UBC on ‘“The Edge and 
Beyond: Conservation and the Seeds of a Solution” and Gary 
Lewis from Phoenix Perennials on “Hot New Plants”.

Lunch was served – catered by Valley Caterers.

Business of the Council resumed.

Rose-Marie Larsson spoke on the impact a new road 
alignment would have on the Cottonwood and Strathcona 
Gardens and asked the Council to write a letter in support 
of the gardens. She moved that the Council write a letter. 
George Theissen seconded. Carried.

The minutes of the previous meeting as presented were 
moved to accept by Jean Murray, seconded by Fran Carter. 
Carried.

Louis spoke of the viability of the Council with clubs all 
across the Province. People on the Council Board and in 
clubs are all volunteers. Thirty clubs are over 50 years old 
such as the Alpine Rock and Garden Club in Victoria at 
92, the South Burnaby Garden Club at 110, the Victoria 

Horticultural Society at 92 and the Vernon Garden Club at 
87. He listed various topics that have been presented over 
the last 4 years. 

Committee reports:

 Lorna Herchenson, Treasurer pro tem presented the •	
2012 Financial Statements. Lorna moved. Bridget 
Cunnold seconded. Approved. Lorna moved that the 
2014 Affiliation Fee remain at $35.00. George Thiessen 
seconded. Carried.

 •	 Membership — Lorna Herchenson reported that 172 
clubs have become members to date and more have 
been contacted. There are 4 new clubs joining this year. 
Returning is the Comox Valley Growers and Seed Savers. 
The Central Vancouver Island Botanical Garden Society 
has closed down. There are 15,721 people covered by 
the Insurance. The 2013 Directory will be mailed in a 
few weeks.

 •	 Scholarship Trust Fund — Louis Peterson, Chair pro 
tem reported that the Fund stands at $192,075.00 as of 
today. The value was assessed on December 31, 2012. 
Funds dispersed is 4% - $7,683.00. The Clubs have been 
donating to the Fund for 43 years. Bev Welsh, Trustee, 
thanked Louis and the clubs for all their donations and 
spoke on ‘How you as a garden club can install interest 
in young people’. 

  •	 Bulletin Editor — Marilyn Holt was not in attendance 
due to a car accident. The March/April Bulletin will be 
delayed. 

  •	 Caterer — Louis thanked Phil and his staff of Valley 
Caterers for their wonderful lunch. A round of applause 
was given.

 •	 Web Site — Leonard Dragomir reported that Google is 
not free anymore. 

  •	 Subscriptions — Emily Budinski: Subscriptions are now 
available by e-mail for $5.00 per year or by Canada Post 
for $10.00 per year. See Emily for more information

 •	 Speakers List – Cindy Tataryn has been contacting 
people on the list and has listed 250 topics and the 
list has been reformatted. The Speakers List will be 
mailed out with the 2013 Directory. See Cindy with any 
additions or changes.

Continued on page 4
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Minutes from the AGM continued

 election of officers

Cindy Tataryn, Nominating Committee Chair conducted the Election. Audrey Barnes and Erika d’Esterre were suggested 
as tellers. Diana Belhouse moved and Richard Zuk seconded. Carried. 

  •	 President - Jean Hausermann and Barbara Puchala were nominated. The election took place. Barbara received 32 
votes, Jean Hausermann received 13 votes. Barbara was declared the President for 2 years. 

 •	 Secretary – Sandra Froese and Lorna Herchenson were nominated. The election took place. Sandra Froese received 29 
votes, Lorna Herchenson received 16 votes. Sandra was declared Secretary for 2 years. 

  •	 2nd Vice President – Emily Budinski and Mas Tanizawa were nominated. The election took place. Emily received 12 
votes, Mas received 32 votes. Mas was declared 2nd Vice President for 2 years.

 •	  Treasurer – Kerry Sheehan and Louis Peterson were nominated. The election took place. Kerry received 35 votes, Louis 
received 10 votes. Kerry was declared Treasurer for 1 year.

 •	 Scholarship Trust Fund Trustee (1 year) – Lorna Herchenson and Richard Zuk were nominated. The election took place. 
Lorna received 17 votes, Richard received 27 votes. Richard was declared a Trustee for 1 year. 

 •	 Scholarship Trust Fund Trustee (3 years) – Evelyn Rawcliffe was declared by acclamation a Trustee for 3 years. 

Cindy thanked Emily, Louis and Lorna for serving on the Board. A round of applause was given to them. Cindy thanked all 
the candidates for letting their names stand for election and thanked Audrey and Erika for counting the ballots. Bev Welsh 
moved that the ballots be destroyed. Seconded by Carola Goetze, carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:25pm.  Recorded by Lorna Herchenson, Secretary

Tanis Gieselman 
The first guest speaker was Tanis Gieselman, of the Biodiversity Research Centre at UBC. Our attention was 
immediately grabbed by the title of her talk, “The Edge and Beyond: Conservation and the Seeds of a Solution”, and 
she did not disappoint. Tanis began by describing her graduate research on the effects of development (paved and 
unpaved roads and vineyards) on the biodiversity of native Okanagan grasslands. She found that native biodiversity 
declined and “exotics” invaded more easily. Paved roads were the worst offenders. After finishing this research, 
Tanis moved to London, England to take up an internship at Kew Gardens Seed Bank. She had many excellent 
photos of the various departments in this facility to illustrate her descriptions of the types of the work needed to 
store seeds safely for as long as 200 years — cleaning, storing, x-raying, germination testing and so on.

She finished by describing the challenges of seed banking worldwide – primarily costs, graft and politics (the 
Egyptian seed bank was looted in the recent uprising!).

Gary Lewis 
The second guest speaker was Gary Lewis, the well-known proprietor of Phoenix Perennials, speaking on 
“Hot New Plants: Cutting Edge Plants for Cutting Edge Gardens”. He described the various ways “new” plants become 
available, such as cross-breeding, mutations and finding natural species in the wild, as well as the differences 
between patents (lasting 25 years) and trademarks (lasting forever). He then commented on humanity’s fondness 
for the new and “shiny”, and went on to say that new introductions could and perhaps should be divided into three 
categories: Yes, No and Maybe. He advised us all to wait to see whether new plants do well in our climate, and 
(amazingly) whether plants advertised as perennials are in fact perennials. It is Gary’s opinion that there are way too 
many Echinaceas on the market and possibly too many hostas and heucheras (really?). Many are now on his Maybe 
and No lists. He urged us to be selective and to wait until new introductions prove themselves, rather than jumping 
on the latest plant trend. 

Both speakers were a joy to listen to, enthusiastic about their subjects, and gave us lots of useful information.

— Margaret Mackenzie

March Speakers



 
The Draw
The draw table is always a greatly anticipated part of the day. It couldn’t 
happen without the very generous support of the members. Many thanks to 
all the clubs that donate items for the draw. There were a lot of great prizes 
available and the draw raised $656.23 for the Council. 

a huge THanK You to audrey Barnes and her team from the 
new Westminster Horticulture society for organizing and running the Draw. 
It is a huge job and they all did an excellent job, showing grace under fire.

The following clubs provided prizes for the draw and we again thank them all!

The Vendors
We had 20 vendors present at 
the Fall Meeting. We want to 
extend a big thank you to them 
for coming and sharing their 
information and products with 
us. They enhance the enjoyment 
of the day, by showcasing their 
wares and supplying information 
on what is happening around us 
in the gardening world. 

Many thanks to:

China Painters Guild

Bert Garbuio

Jennifer’s Jiffies

Bryn Jones & Art Barker (Bees)

Kelpman

Sandra Peters & Mike Bryant 

Riverview

Strathcona & Cottonwood 
   Community Gardens

Vancouver Rose Society

Vancouver Shade Garden Society

Abbotsford Garden Club

B.C. Floral Arts Society

B.C. Fuchsia & Begonia Society

B.C. Guild of Flower Arrangers

Bert Garbuio

Canadian Geranium 
   & Pelargonium Society

Capilano Flower Arranging

Chilliwack Floral Art Club

Cloverdale Garden Club

Deep Cove Garden Club

Delta Diggers

Dogwood Garden Club

Dunbar Garden Club

Emily Budinski

Evergreen Garden Club

Fraser Pacific Rose Society

Fraser Valley Dahlia Society

Gibsons Garden Club

Hope Garden Club

Langley Garden Club

Lynn Valley Garden Club

Maple Ridge Garden Club

Mikey & Sandy

Milner Gardens

Mount Lehman Garden Club

New Westminster 
   Horticultural Society

North Surrey Horticultural Society

Pacific Northwest Palm & Exotic Plant 
   Society

Powell River Garden Club

Pt. Grey Chrysanthemum Assn

Richmond Garden Club

Sagetsu, Vancouver Branch

Sechelt Garden Club

Society of Horticultural 
   & Floral Design Judges of B.C.

South Burnaby Garden Club

South Surrey Garden Club

Squamish Gardeners

Strathcona & Cottonwood 
   Community Gardens

Upper Lonsdale Garden Club

Valley Fuchsia & Geranium Society

Vancouver Dahlia Society

Vancouver Ikebana Association

Vancouver Rose Society

Vancouver Shade Garden Society

Vernon District Garden Club

Walnut Grove Garden Club

Water Garden Club of B.C.
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Scholarship Trust Fund Report
Beverly Walsh, Evelyn Rawcliffe and I would like to thank you for electing us to serve as directors for the Scholarship 
Trust Fund. We have spent the past month acquainting ourselves with the history, current status and direction we need 
to take to increase the monies available for distribution as scholarships across the Province. 

First of all I would like to acknowledge and thank the 
19 clubs that donated to the Fund last year. Combined 
they contributed $7,200 to the principle of the Fund. 

The following Clubs make up that list:

Bowen Island Garden Club

Delbrook Garden Club

Dogwood Garden Club

Dunbar Garden Club

Evergreen Garden Club

Gibsons Garden Club

Gordon Head Garden Club

Lynn Valley Garden Club

Nanaimo Rhododendron Society

New Westminister Horticultural Society

Salt Spring Island Garden Club

Sechelt Garden Club

Seed To Sky Garden Club

South Burnaby Gardening Club

The Squamish Gardeners

Upper Lonsdale Garden Club

Vancouver Dahlia Society

Vancouver Ikebana Association

Victoria Cactus And Succulent Society

As of December 31, 2012 the value of the fund was 
$193,483.79 reflecting the donations plus interest return 
of 4.95%. As a Society and member of the VanCity 
Community Foundation (VCF) we are mandated by 
Federal Law and the VCF to distribute 4.0% of the Fund 
value annually. As a result disbursements for 2013 will 
be $7,740 up $206.00 from 2012 and these will go to 
second year students in ten Universities and Colleges 
across the Province.

Our goal this year is to increase the amount of money 
we have available to hand out in Scholarships. We will 
work with VCF to increase our presence on the VCF web 
site. We are currently listed but have not activated all the 
available features such as  on-line payment including 
donor forms for Clubs and individuals or provided any 
content to “advertise” what we are all about.  

Most importantly, we will be focussing on working with 
all the Garden Clubs to raise the level of understanding 
about the importance of contributing to the fund. The 
B.C. Council of Garden Clubs has over 170 member Clubs 
representing over 15,000 individuals. Imagine if in the 
future we could raise $1.00 (or more) per individual per 
year what an impact that would have for the education of 
our future Horticulturists.

If you have any comments or questions please contact us 
at scholarship@bcgardenclubs.com

Richard Zuk 
Chair, B.C. Council of Garden Clubs Trust Fund

speakers confirmed for the october meeting
Brian Minter will speak on “Taking Our Gardens to the Next Level”. 

Brian is always an interesting and entertaining speaker and it has been awhile 
since he spoke at one of our meetings.

Julia Common of Hives for Humanity will also be speaking 
at our October meeting.
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 34633 Vye Road 
Abbotsford  BC   
604 556-7477 

www.buckerfields.org             www.buckerfields.org             www.buckerfields.org            

Trees 
Shrubs 

100%  BC Owned and Operated 

 

JUNE SPECIALS 

ALL POND SUPPLIES 35% OFF 
 Pumps & Filters 
 Chemicals & Water Treatments 
 Nets & Maintenance Equipment 
 Pond Plants 

Fish Food 10% OFF 
 

 

MAY SPECIALS 
$5.00 

MOTHER’S DAY EVENT 
Make a 10” Hanging Basket for Mom  

ONE DAY ONLY  
   MAY 11th  -  10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

   MUST BE UNDER 16 YEARS OF AGE 
      1 BASKET PER CHILD 

 

       All materials supplied. 

CORONA  
Hand tools 
20% Off 

Selected Pots 
Indoors &  
Outdoors 
50% 0ff 



8

Burnaby’s Rhodo Festival 
25th anniversary
Sunday, May 5, 2013, from 9:30 am through 4:00 pm                                                    
Shadbolt Arts Centre and Century Gardens, Deer Lake Park.

The rhododendron was selected as Burnaby’s official flower in 1966 as part 
of Burnaby’s preparations for marking Canada’s Centennial year. During 

the latter part of 1966 the Parks and Recreation Commission determined 
that the 1967 Centennial celebration should include a horticultural theme 
that would see hundreds of roses, azaleas and rhododendrons planted 
throughout the Municipality. During the course of planning, the Commission 
considered the idea of Burnaby adopting an official flower as part of the 
celebration. When deciding what flower would be the appropriate symbol for 

Burnaby, earlier selections, such as the yellow iris 
and the rose, were rejected because of their short 
flowering spans and the difficulty of growing and 
maintaining them.

The Commission finally selected the 
rhododendron because they would produce 
the most show, possessed great variety of size 
and colour and required the least expense and 
maintenance. Councillor Doreen Lawson was 
instrumental in the selection and promotion of this 
new symbol. In 1966 in an interview with a local 
newspaper she said: “The plants are ideally suited 
to our coast climate, well adapted to the acid soil 
types prevalent here. They’re easily propagated 
and may be grown economically and, as they are 
relatively free from insect and disease ravages, 
they can be relied upon to put forth flowers in 
great abundance from early to late spring, creating 
a show which would draw tourists while also 
beautifying Burnaby”.

The Council of the day officially adopted the rhododendron as the City flower 
on August 22, 1966. Century Gardens, established at Deer Lake Park, was 
the City’s Centennial Project and it became a rhododendron display garden 
that remains today as one of the best of its kind in the province. As part of 
the Burnaby Centennial Celebration in 1992, a hybrid rhododendron was 
propagated and named “Burnaby Centennial”.

This annual Festival is produced by the City of Burnaby, in collaboration with 
the Burnaby Rhododendron and Garden Society (BRAGS). This has always 
been a family fun event with festival highlights including variety and roving 
entertainment, mini-workshops for adults and children, artisan and pottery 
sales, horticultural and nature tours, plant sales and interactive arts activities. 
BRAGS, the host club, will have a plant sale through the day with quality plants 
offered at attractive pricing. BRAGS also conduct silent auctions through the 
day at which a vast variety of quality plants may be had for what you consider 
to be fair value. There is no entry fee to attend and enjoy the ‘Rhodofest’, and 
parking at the Shadbold Arts Centre is free. There are both indoor and outdoor 
activities at this event, so hopefully you will come along with your family to 
enjoy this fun day. There is something for everyone to enjoy.

— Keith Harris8

A tranquil scene in Century Gardens, 
at Deer Lake Park. 
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Blue Orchard Mason Bees
from this issue’s editor, Beth MacLaren:
I attended the Pacific Northwest Garden Show in Seattle this year and one of the speakers was Jim Ullrich from Wild 
Birds Unlimited, Gig Harbor, WA. I had only a passing curiousity in mason bees previously, but after I heard Jim talk 
about them I became smitten. I have put up 3 nests this year, but don’t yet know if I have any tenants. According to the 
gardener/beekeeper, Bruce Little, from my community garden, if you want to put out nests this year, they should go up 
in the next week or so as the mason bee year is over by June. 

I contacted Jim to get his permission to publish his handout on mason bees here.  He agreed and was very enthusiastic 
about mason bees, saying, “They are so much fun to watch, as they pollinate your backyard.” Here’s the handout:

What are Mason Bees?
Orchard Mason  Bees are our native pollinators. They 
populate all of North America.  They are bluish black 
in colour. The female mason bee is a solitary, non-
aggressive bee that will only sting if handled roughly. If 
stung, their sting is mild. The males do not have stingers.

Why support them?
Having trouble with getting produce? A lack of bees 
may be to blame. The Orchard Mason Bee is the best 
pollinator of apples, pear, plum, and many other plants. 
They can pollinate better than the non-native honeybee 
because of their hairy bodies. This hair gathers the 
pollen, transferring it from flower to flower.

What do the bees do?
In spring, the male bees come out first, and start 
pollinating right away. About two weeks later, the female 
bees emerge. Within minutes the male bees will have 
mated with the new females, and she starts her life’s 
work making homes for the eggs. Mama bee searches 
for holes to lay eggs in (5/16” is ideal). After filling the 
hole with 1/8” mud, she will fill the hole with nectar and 
pollen to be used by the larvae as a food supply. After 
filling one cell with food, she will lay an egg; cell by cell, 
she will fill the 6” tube. By the end of September, the bees 
will have become adults.

What happens next?
The bees should be kept within the temp of 35-45 
degrees in a dry location. A great place for storing them 
is in your garage or basement as long as it is unheated. 
They may be stored in a refrigerator for a short while, but 

will dry them out if left in for too long. Don’t leave them 
outside because of predators, such as woodpeckers and 
driller wasps. The bees will hatch out in spring when the 
weather is about 55 degrees farenheit for more than 3 
days, usually from late March to the middle of April.

Where should I put them?
You should place your bees in a weather-sheltered 
location in full sunlight. Female bees will wander up 
to 300 feet to collect pollen, so make sure they can 
reach your flowering plants. You will need to have clean 
nesting holes available to them each year. The best 
system to use is the 6” cardboard tube system.

In short ...
 Put bees and a housing system in a sunny, wind/rain 1. 
sheltered location in March.

 Provide a nice, small mud-puddle (misted daily) close 2. 
to the nest.

 In late June, bring the bees inside a cool area (garage, 3. 
shed, etc.)

 Late January, transfer bees to the refrigerator (to 4. 
prevent early hatching).

 If you have a cardboard liner system, buy 5. 
replacement straws and/or liners.

 Take the full liners out of the cardboard tube, replace 6. 
with new liner. Put bee-filled paper straw in another 
container close by.

 Watch your late winter/spring weather. Once you 7. 
have 3 to 4 consecutive days of 55 degrees or more 
temps, put your bees out.

From left to right: commercial Mason 
Bee nest; Blue Orchard Mason Bee; 
Mason Bee nest of PVC piping filled 
with 6” cardboard tubes.



10



11



12

Victoria Orchid Society
Summer Auction

June 25th, 6:30 – 9 pm
Garth Homer Centre 

813 Darwin Avenue, Victoria, BC

Looking for a special orchid? Did not find it at the show? 
Try the orchid auction! Good prices! 

The Public is Welcome!

The Vancouver Rhododendron Society 

is proud to announce the

Annual Rhododendron Show and Sale
May 11  — 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Park & Tilford Gardens 
333 Brooksbank Avenue, North Vancouver, BC

 

This event is a rare opportunity to purchase rhododendron species, choice rhododendron hybrids 
and companion plants not typically found at local garden centres. To fully appreciate the range of form 
and colour of rhodies, take the opportunity to visit the Rose Room to see the gorgeous display of 
rhododendron flowers submitted from local gardens. Our experts will be available to answer your 
questions and to offer advice.

Admission to the Show & Sale is free.

The show of rhododendron trusses and the sale is the organization’s major fund-raising event, to defray costs of the organization 
and to contribute to local horticultural institutions.
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may
May 1, 7:30pm, Kelowna Garden Club 
presents an evening & special time 
with Don Burnett, at the First Lutheran 
Church, 4091 Lakeshore Road, Kelowna.

May 4, 10am - 3pm, Valley Fuchsia 
and Geranium Club, will hold its Plant 
and Bake Sale, at St. Andrews Anglican 
Church meeting hall, 20955 Old Yale 
Road, Langley, (Fraser Highway and 
209th St). Free Admission. Info: 604-459-
2837 or Mike and Sandy at 778-881-0175.

May 4, 10am - 2pm, Pitt Meadows 
Garden Club will hold its Plant Sale at 
Pitt Meadows Community Church Hall 
on the intersection of Ford & Harris Road.

May 5,  9:30am - 4pm, Burnaby 
‘Rhodofest’, Shadbolt Arts Centre and 
Century Gardens, Deer Lake Park. Family 
fun. Free Admission.

May 9, 2pm, Mid Island Floral Art Club 
will meet at St. Stephens Church Hall, 
150 Village Way, Qualicum Beach. Call 
Catherine at 250-937-1350 for info.

May 11, 10am - 1pm, Lynn Valley 
Garden Club Plant Sale at St Clement’s 
Anglican Church, 3400 Institute Road, 
North Vancouver. No admission charge. 
Cash only.

May 11, 10am - 3pm. the Vancouver 
Rhododendron Society is holding its 
Annual Rhododendron Show & Sale at 
Park & Tilford Gardens, 333 Brooksbank 
Ave, North Vancouver. Admission is free.

May 15, 7pm, Eaglecrest Garden 
Club meeting at Qualicum Beach Civic 
Centre. Speaker: Horticulturalist Connie 
Kuramoto, on “Uses of water in the Garden.” 
Info: Barb Svarich alanbarb@shaw.ca

May 16, 7pm - 9:30pm, Victoria Flower 
Arrangers Guild meeting, with workshop 
on “Vertical Structured Willow Design”, for 
members only. Visitors are welcome to 
watch - no charge. At the Garth Homer 
Center, 813 Darwin Ave, Victoria. Info: 
vfaginfo@gmail.com

june
June 2, 10am - 4pm, BC Bonsai Society, 
invites you to the 7th Annual Langley 
Artisans Show at George Preston 
Recreation Centre, 20699-42nd Ave, 
Langley. Free Admission.

June 5, 7:30pm, Kelowna Garden Club 
invites you to enjoy learning about “Bugs 
and Garden Health” with Hugh Phillips 
at First Lutheran Church, 4091 Lakeshore 
Road, Kelowna.

June 11, 7pm - 9:30pm, Victoria Flower 
Arrangers Guild June meeting with a 
demo on “Upscale Horizontal Design”, by 
Helen Mussio. Visitors welcome. Cost: $10, 
$20 non-members. Held at the Garth 
Homer Center, 813 Darwin Ave, Victoria. 
Info: vfaginfo@gmail.com

June 12, 7pm, Kelowna Garden Club 
will host “The Irresistible Iris”, a special 
presentation by Ted Baker, president of 

the BC Iris Society at the Seniors Centre 
on Fuller & Richter. $5 admission, KGC 
members free.

June 15, 10am - 5pm & June 16, 10am - 
4:30pm, the Desert Plant Society Show 
& Sale at VanDusen Garden, 5251 Oak St, 
Vancouver. Admission free or by donation.

June 22, 11am - 3:30pm, the Kelowna 
Garden Club’s 16th Annual Juried 
Flower Show at Guisachan HeritagePark 
on Cameron Avenue. Everyone welcome to 
submit an entry (no fee). 

June 22 & 23, 10am - 4pm, Comox 
Valley Horticultural Society is holding 
Gardens in Bloom in the Comox Valley. 
Tickets $15. See Ad on page 14 for info.

June 25, 6:30 - 9pm, Victoria Orchid 
Society is holding its Summer Auction 
at the Garth Homer Centre, 813 Darwin 
Ave, Victoria.

Upcoming Events

A sweep of Kerria japonica in full bloom. 
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PosTiTion naMe/eMail PHone

Board Members

PRESIDENT Barbara Puchala
president@bcgardenclubs.com 604-327-3937

1st VICE-PRESIDENT Cindy Tataryn
1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com 604-585-6786

2nd VICE-PRESIDENT Mas Tanizawa
2vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com 604-588-2410

SECRETARY Sandra Froese
secretary@bcgardenclubs.com 604-823-7335 

TREASURER Kerry Anne Sheehan
treasurer@bcgardenclubs.com 778-839-7282

BULLETIN EDITOR Marilyn Holt
newsletter@bcgardenclubs.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT Louis Peterson
lpeterso@sfu.ca 604-921-7260

Scholarship Trust Fund Trustees

CHAIR Richard Zuk
scholarship@bcgardenclubs.com 604-294-0237

TREASURER Bev Welsh
scholarship@bcgardenclubs.com 604-464-2754

SECRETARY Evelyn Rawcliffe
scholarship@bcgardenclubs.com 604-875-6032

Committee Members

MEMBERSHIP Lorna Herchenson
lherchenson@telus.net 604-929-5382

SPEAKERS LIST Cindy Tataryn 
1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com 604-585-6786

SPECIAL EVENTS Elaine Senft 
rosebloom@telus.net 604-929-2928

SUBSCRIBERS Emily Budinski 
emilybud@hotmail.com 604-856-8437

WEBMASTER Leonard Dragomir 
webmaster@bcgardenclubs.com

Contact List

To have your Club’s event listed in the July/August issue of the Bulletin, 
email the information before June 15th to: newsletter@bcgardenclubs.com

Be sure to include your club name, date & time of event.


