
Horticulture  
Training  
Program
@ UBC Botanical Garden

Running from September to May, this full- time program  
is designed to give students the skills and experience 
necessary for entering the field of horticulture. 
Running from September to May, this full -time program is designed to give 
students the skills and experience necessary for entering the field of 
horticulture. Completion of 1100 hours of classroom and hands-on practical 
instruction and supervised practical work will lead to Levels I & II 
Apprenticeship technical training credit.

“The UBC Horticulture Training Program is special because of its emphasis 
on fundamentals and practical aspects of horticulture,” states Douglas 
Justice, Associate Director and Curator of Collections, UBC Botanical 
Garden. “The gardens and facilities here are beautiful environments for 
practical learning, and the program will provide excellent opportunities for 
students to train alongside our industry-leading horticulturists.”

Students will be introduced to principles and techniques of landscape 
construction and design, garden ecology, plant biology and plant health,  
the nature and role of soil in natural and constructed landscapes, aspects  
of ornamental and food crop management, as well as practical, hands-on 
landscape and garden management.

 
Program starts September 2013. Apply now!
botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/horticulture-program

“As an employer, I find it difficult to hire skilled horticulturists in the 
Vancouver area. I believe landscape and garden maintenance businesses such 
as mine would greatly benefit from the UBC Horticulture Training Program.”

— Liam Robinson, Principal/Owner of Watermark Gardens



Horticulture instruction will be undertaken using the facilities of the Botanical 
Garden, Botanical Garden Nursery, Nitobe Memorial Garden, Totem Research 
Fields, and the UBC landscape at large. Instruction will include a variety  
of off-site fieldtrips to various horticultural organizations and operations.

Module 1 - Landscape Horticulture (September 3 to October 25) 
This module introduces students to the study of plants, emphasizing their interactions  
and roles in the landscape, the nature of soil in both natural areas and constructed 
landscapes, safe work practices and principles and techniques of landscape 
construction, as well as seasonal ornamental and food garden activities. 

Module 2 - Garden Ecology (October 28 to December 20) 
Students will study and explore ecology and ecological design principles in this 
module. Particular emphasis is given to plant health, pest and disease ecology, 
and integrated pest management. Landscape construction methods, as well as 
seasonal ornamental and food garden activities, and plant identification will 
remain a focus for students.

Module 3 - Plant Production (January 6 to February 28) 
In this module, students will be introduced to aspects of ornamental and food 
crop management. Principles of propagation, soil fertility and horticultural 
business will be addressed as they relate to protected and open-environment, 
container and field crop systems. Students will continue to practice landscape 
construction methods, as well as seasonal ornamental and food garden activities.

Module 4 - Landscape and Garden Management (March 3 to April 25) 
The final module continues the theme of practical, hands-on horticulture, 
covering planting, drainage and irrigation installation, construction,  
and landscape maintenance practices, including mulching, pruning  
and aftercare of woody plants, and turf management. As in previous modules, 
seasonal ornamental and food garden activities, as well as plant identification  
will be emphasized.

Certification 
Completion of each module earns a UBC Botanical Garden certificate  
of completion. Successful completion of all four modules counts as equivalent  
to Level 1 and Level 2 of BC’s Provincial Horticulture Apprenticeship program.

“The increasing demands to solve the 
environmental concerns with urban 
forestry, agriculture and many other 
‘greening’ initiatives of the future are 
becoming more difficult, especially 
when the choices for education and 
training are limited. I feel that the new 
UBC Horticulture Training Program will 
benefit our field tremendously by 
providing graduates who are well 
prepared to step into these evolving 
horticultural positions.”

— Brian Scott, Superintendent  
of Operations, Vancouver Board  

of Parks and Recreation

Horticulture Training Program 
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botanicalgarden.ubc.ca/horticulture-program


